, open plains and more abundant | 
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. EDITOR’S NOTE: The a 
covery. of an unusual human 
doable burial near Terre 
Haute has sparked further in- 
vestigation of early Hoosier 
pre-history by the Wabash Val- 
ley Archaeological Society and 
the Department of Sociology, 
Anthropolgy and Social 
work at Indiana State Univer- 
sity. Following is a review of 
local anthropological field and 
laboratory work, an explana- 
tion of the dual burial and 
other finds, and plans for fu- 
ture explorations in this area. 
The author of the following ar- 
ticle is the director of the 
ISU anthropology lah. 


By ROBERT E. PACE 
Associate Professor of 


Anthropology — THE EARLY YEARS-—This is the Welsh-Dunlap Village 
_ Indiana State University Site, currently the object of attention of the Wabash Valley 
- Thousands of years before Archaeological Society and the Indiana State University De- 
Europeans reached the New partment of Anthropology, Sociology and Social Work. 


World, the American Indian had. 
followed herds of large mam- 
mals across a Bering Sea land 
bridge. 

There were no natives to greet 
or fight him, no flags to 
be planted, no treasures to be 
sought. 

Hunger, rather than curiosity, 
accounted for this first immigra- 
tion, as these early Indains ate 
from occasional kills of animals 
who moved in search of plant 
foods. 

“To the north and east lay 
great sheets of glacial ice, but 
to the south and southeast were 


foods. 

' By 10.700 years ago, some of 7 
these Indians had reached the * 
very tip of South America. Oth- 
ers had spread eastward to the 
Mississippi River and beyond, 
skirting the massive ice to the 


2-57 - ¥ 


Double Burial Unearthe 


| CUERO mV of Robert E. Pace, associate 
professor of anthropology at, Indiana State University, search 


d in D Diggings, Ng ear City 


EH- тур 5 ѓа Ж 


HUMAN DOUBLE BURIAL—From a picture of a human double burial north of Terre 
j Haute, Mike Mason, a sophomore majoring in anthropology at Indiana State University, drew 
|, the above likeness. Mason omitted the arms f or simplicity of pene din, The artist hails 
from Sullivan. TE. 


Vigo County Public Library 
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north. for artifacts at the Welsh-Dunlap Village Site north of town. 


‚ Evidence being collected by ^ Photo was taken last summer. 


Todiana State University anthro- 
pologists indicates the pres-|the long and complex pre-his- 
ence of Indians in Vigo and tory of west-central Indiana. | 
Parke counties as early as 10,| Questions about the size ‘and 
000 years ago. movements of the many Indian 
Research undertaken jointly|groups, and. about when and 
by the anthropology laboratorp|how they lived along the Wa- 
of ISU and the Wabash Valleyibash, are being scintifieally ex- 
Archaeological Society is begin-| amined in the field and the lab- 
Ting to piece together some of oratory. 


net on 
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Vigo Coun 


"Three sites of former habita- 

tion’ have received special аі. | 
tention during the last two 
years. In southwestern Vigo 
County, the Chickadaunce Site 
revealed tools, fire - hearths and | 
burials of Indians who lived| 
1,500 years ago, and who moved; 
several times each year in| 
search of seasonal foods and 
small animals, 

A rock overhang along Sugar 
Creek in Parke County turned 
out to be something of a motel, 
providing convenient overnight 
shelter for small hunting par- 
ties, some moving along the 
creek long before the Chicka-; 
daunce people. 


Third Excavation 


A third excavation, along the 
Wabash River to the north of 
| Terre Haute, began last spring: 
| and is scheduled to continue this 
year. 
| It is known as the Welsh- 
Dunlap Village Site, and is the 
90th location (known to the 
anthropology laboratorv) where 
Indians have camped, estab- 
lished’, villages or built cere- 
monjal structures -in Vigo, 
ГЕВБЕШу. ғ I 

There is as yet no verified! 
date for the village, but evi- 
dence strongly suggests occa- 
sional settlements from as 
early as 1,100 years ago into 
historic times, with the largest 
village existing about 700 years 
ago. 

One of the last groups to 
occupy the site was in posses- 
sion of European trade items: 
such as glass beads and clay 
pipes. 

Don Welsh, son 
Welsh, reported the site to 
Steve Coffing, a member of! 
the society, prior to initial ex-| 
cavations last spring. 

This writer, assisted by Rob- 
ert A. Hagmann, society presi-| 
dent, Prof. Edward Dolan of 
DePauw University. members 
of the society and anthropology 
Students have participated іп. 
the excavation. | 

It has been determined that 
Indians who occupied the site 


i 


of Emil: 


ithrough the medium of a micro- 


were not the Astors or the 


Rockefellers of their day, but Indiana, central Illinois or near surface. 


their broken and lost tools, fire- 
hearths, burials, refuse pits 
and house remains are provid-! 
ing clues from which their} 
manner of living is becoming! 
known. 

Their burials, with crum- 
bling bones, suggests some of! 
their beliefs in life and after- 
life. 

A pot turned upside down in 
a grave dug into the floor of 
a dwelling; a young male 
and female buried together in 
a shallow scooped-out grave, 
|the skulls of each resting upon 
the feet of the other — these 
are clues that whet the imagi- 
nation. 

Did this young couple die: 
natural deaths, or was one or, 
both murdered or “legally” put 
to death? What were the cir- 
cumstances? 


Bones Give No Clue 


The bones are mute. Their 
deteriorated condition gives no 
clues. Six other burials, all, 
partly disturbed by plows, fail 
to throw any light on the unique 
double burial. 

Under the plow zone, hard 
packed floors and a maze of 
postmolds mark the positions 
of long-vanished house sup- 
ports, cooking frames and the 
weight of domestic activity. 

Fire-hearths, including one 
clay-lined, are numerous, and 
two large refuse pits filled with 
mussel shells, heat - cracked 
stones and occasional pieces of 
animal bone all tell something 
of diet and preparation of 
foods. 

Although the evidence is not 
conclusive. it appears that the 
large. settlement at the. site 
cultivated small patches of 
maize, and possibly beans and 
squash. 

These crops would have sup- 
plemented a diet composed 
mostly of mussels, game and 
wild fruits, seeds and roots. 

Very likely, the village was 
temporarily abandoned late in 
the fall for higher ground and 
protection from winter weather. 

Like the Indians, the archae- 
ologists have temporarily 
abandoned the site, except for 
the Terre Haute campus labora- 
tory. 

In the lab, about 55 projectile 
points, hundreds of potsherds, 
flint scrapers, knives, drills, 
milling stones, hammerstones 
and related objects are being 
studied, along with bones from 
the burials. 

Each of these types of ma- 
terials has a story to tell, some 


Scope. others by quantities and 
still others by their similarity 
to like pieces from southern | 


elsewhere. | 
Bit by bit, information is be-| 
ing teased from the artifacts, 
as they are carefully cleaned, 
restored, preserved and re- 
corded: | 
Signs Abundant 

Signs of historic activities! 
are abundant at the Welsh- 
Dunlap Site as well. Caps and 
balls from Kentucky rifles, 
pieces of farm machinery, erod- 
ed cut-nails, kitenen ware, but- 
tons, a plain wedding band and 


‘Welsh - 


even two Indian head pennies 
have been removed from the 


Many of the historic domestic 
artifacts are traced to a period 
between 1860 and 1880. 

With further excavation and 
study of materials from the 
Dunlap Site, added 
pieces of the pre-historic puzzle 
along the central Wabash 
should fall into place. 

Meanwhile, scientific studies 
of sites known to represent 
earlier time periods are being 
planned. 

Some of these reach far back 
into the dim past, long before 
the birth of Christ. 


vide бе. re eofe ^ 
ARCHEOLOGICAL’ + 
SOCIETY SLATES” 1 
MEETING FRIDAY |, 


Officers will be elected and a 
a review given of the 1967 field'n 
work of the Wabash Valley id 
Archeological Society, Inc., dur- v 
ing its second annual meeting. 
The session will be at 6:15 p.m. 
Friday in Tucker's Steak House. р 

A slide series showing ехса- F 


vation of a village site along v 


ithe Wabash River flood plain £ 


north of the city will be shown ag 
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er Mr. Biel, 


1946 


SUNDAY, MAY 26. 


SOCIETY TO STUDY 
INDIAN MOUND: 


Appear Along the Wabash River 
Prom Prairie Creek To Spring 
Creek, 


It has been said that there are 
a hundred thousand people In 


Buffalo who have never seen) 


Niagara Falls and it is safe to-say 
that there are thousands in Terre 
Haute who have never seen the 
ancient mounds so close to us. 

Found in almost every township 
in the county, little or nothing is 
known of them, their builders, their 
uses or the time of their construc- 
tion. 

Varying in height from a few 
feet to over a hundred in some 
cases, they are a reminder to us 
that man existed here so long ago 
that even the Indians who followed 
them more than two hundred and 
fifty years ago, knew nothing of 
those predecessors who built them. 

Usually built near a water course, 
they are found along the Wabash 
and on its tributaries front Prairie 
Creek on the south to Spring Creek 
on the north, Their purpose is 
varying, some are signal mounds, 
some were built for burial pur- 
poses and others for ceremonlal 
rites. Another type for defense, 1ч 
found elsewhere but none in Vigo 
county. 

The most Intensive exploration in 
this vicinity was that of the Albee 
mound in northwest Sullivan coun- 
ty, where the Indiana Historical 
Bureau made a thorough study of 
the mound, its construction and 
its contents. Many burials were 
uncovered and many artifacts 
found, including copper from the 
northern peninsula of Michigan, 
shells from the Gulf of Mexico and 
other evidences of travel and trade 


with other residents of America in: 


those far off days. 


The paper by John G. Biel, read 


&t the last meeting of the Vigo 
County Historical Society has re- 
vived interest !n these historic 
monuments and the society is about 
to undertake the excavation of one 
of them this summer, 

М, From time to time exploratory 
trips will be made to view the 
various types offered for study and 


the public, if interested, is invited 
to join the society. Times and lo- 


calities have not vet been fixed, but 

those “interested may call the pres- 

ident, A. R. Markle, at Jamison 2504 
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t» JOHN G. BIEL 


ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
316 STAR BUILDING 
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


TÉLEPHONE CRAWFORD 5068 
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Indiena Historícal Bureau Community Affairs File 
State Library end Historical Bldg., REFERENCE 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana DO NOT CIRCULATE 
ATT: Howard H. Peckham 


Dear Howards 


ap a EE rye 


I have your letter indicating that Glenn Black 
has agreed to do ап (archaeological survey! of Vigo County for 
three months this next summer. I think this is fine that he 
has decided on Vigo County because if we get the proper tie up 
on publicity it will help the Vigo County Historical Society 
and promote the interest in our museum drive. 


Шәл жые: 


When will you bresk publicity on tiis and how? 
We would like to work with you on it and be sure that there is 
the proper tie up with the Vigo County Historical Society. We 
Will give it no publicity here until we hear further from you 
as to the time end type you want. 


On the matter which I have presented Walter Maealing 
I have received letters from &11 of the Representatives of this 
county indicating that they are in accord and in fact are very 
enthusiastic about the proposal. Let me know if you hear any thing 
further about it. 


" 


Your yery truly, 


aX bra 


JGB'1h 


M E pure. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


JOHN G. BIEL 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
316 STAR BUILDING 
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


TELEPHONE CRAWFORD 5068 


Mr. Loring C. Halberstadt 
2435 South 8th Street 
Terre Heute, Indisna 


Dear Mr. Halberstadt: 

I am enclosing copy of a letter received 
from Howard Peckham today, together with copy of my 
reply, both of which are self-explanatory. 


I think this will be a fine thing for our 
Historical Society. 


You will note what Mr. Peckham says about a 
place for this fellow to live. Do you have any idezs? 


” uj yours, Community Affairs File 
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Mr. Jobn Biel, 1 
316 stir Cullcing, 
Terte Hautgg Ind? ah: 


‘Dear John: 3 


І бап aow teli yo officially toit <n archseological 
survey of HE Совы will be ade ts susmer gy Vernortelmen 

Who has hi$ Mesterlig degrees in archecologi from Indios University 
He vili be’ employed "y thé Historical BUZE for. tarse Doi ag, 
serti еспе of dure,  l Hope You will pags this information 
along-tojthe other officersich th: Vigo (Co i “ienericarl Society. 


Ms, Helmen nagsa, survey of “sen Соу 


for us Cast year 
wen Kil oc.pRolished. de is quite ion, SEGRE sing ге110+. 


His uire ib working ou a Master's degree in’ botany. ^ To: supplement 
& 5 n P 


= ҖЕ, 


his GI. pay; they Ha regi Fea ovitside of BloomiBg'on -nd кесі = Bost 


meaty ena rÉBOERts te sel. They 
tx Sony аса "5 11 сызу place’ gar 


formike lichens 
would 11КӨ ic move 
tne summer ni tske slong 

of poBeEbÉe Listing “quarters? 


Pki that he «will ent to “eer dat slr ће uouna cites 
ans’ vliee > Sites jn MAE RAY thatyour eerie & fy 


Sincerely yours; 


Diréccot 


їР/Е 


nd Reve You Bay > :Bges tions 


JOHN G. BIEL 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
316 STAR BUILDING 
TERRE HAUTE. INDIANA 


TELEPHONE CRAWFORD 5068 


April 29, 1949 


Mr. Hovard Peckhan, Director 
Indiana Historical Bureau 

State Library & Historical Bldg., 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


IR SEO eie o nion Dc ja nah (NS Ue mate Pf to 
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Dear Howards 


Received your letter of the 28th advising that Mr. Helmen 
is set up to do the archaeological survey of Vigo County. I have given 
the information to the newspaper во that we can get some publicity naw 
and we will follow it up with more publicity around the first of June. 


If Helmen wants to come over here before June I think it 
might be well for us to arrenge a dinner and evening meeting of three or 
four people such as. Guy Stants, Mr. Halberstadt, Mr. Markle, etc., who 
аге so called experts on mounds and village sites in the county, so that 
we could give nim the benefit of all our combined information. We would 
be very glad to set up such a meeting if he wents it. 


у: 
275 


Луара: NY 


ЕТЕД 2 


I am getting this information imuediately to Mr. Halberstadt 
and if пе nag any ideas he cen get in touch with you. 


зауза 


Keep us posted and we will be glad to do anything we can to 
cooperate and to help Mr. Helmsn. We will keep our eyes open and try 
to find bim a place to live according to the requirements you set out 
in your letter. 


QUEE 
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Б Sincerely, 
b 
p John G. Biel 


d 
A 


PCS SURE S 


Nose Cs 


JG5!l1n 


ANNUAL REPORT OF PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
OF THE 
VIGO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


During the past 12 months the Vigo County Historical Society has 
attempted to give its members and the community in zeneral a varied 
program. 

In December of last year we had lir. Howard Peckham of the State 
Historical Society as our guest speaker. We like to keep in close touch 
with the officers of our state organization and Mr. Peckham, from his 
wider contacts, was able to give us much helpful guidance in planning 
toward our own museum. 

We feel that the effective functioning of a Historical Society in a 
community involves co-operation with other organizations of similar interests 
and with this in mind we invited the Vigo County Stamp club to meet with us 
in June and give us a little of the historical approach to stamp collecting. 

Six of our meetings involved historical talks and research papers. 

In May Mr. LeRoy Fair talked on "Songs sung down Indiana way 100 years ago"; 
in November 1918 Nrs. Alfred Stanley reviewed the book "The National Road"; 
in January 1919 Miss Juliet Peddle brought in Dr. E. V. Balls old medical 
saddle bags and talked briefly on the drugs still in the saddle bags and 
the probable uses; and in February Dr. Frenk Wiedemann talked on the 
development of medicine, especially the X-itay since he started to practice; 
There were Two papers prepared especially for the society which involved 
considerable research and will enrich the society with authentic reference 
material - one by John Biel on "Highlights of Early Indiana History" which 
treats of politics and personalities of the time of William Henry Harrison, 
and the other by Miss Meribah Clark on the life of John P. Usher a resident 
of Terre Haute who was in Lincoln's cabinet during the Civil war. 

We were especially favored to have Mr. Vernon Helmen and his wife here 
this summer making а survey) of the county. At our September 
meeting they gave us a very interesting talk on the nature of such surveys 
and what deductions they could make about Vigo County from their summers 
work. The meeting was held at Gerstmeyer Technical High School and was 
preceeded by dinner. Мг. Guy Stantz and Mr. Huston Isaacs had their own 
collections of artifacts on display in addition to those of Mr. Helmen. There 
was an unusually large attendance of people who do not usually attend our 
meetings. 

Perhaps the most outstanding meeting of the year was the Coverlet Show 
held at the Swope Art gallery during April. Anticipating a maximum of 25 or 
30 entries we were pleasantly surprised to have 66 cane in, all of them 
interesting, and several quite unusual. At the opening , Mrs. Marion Hunter 
Gray of Milwaukee gave a very interesting talk on the types of work done 
in different periods and the techniques involved. 150 people were present 
at the talk and the attendance was good all during the show. A catalogue 
was made of the entries, and each coverlet was photographed. A permanent 
record of the show is in the process of being prepared. It was felt that 
this meeting aroused more community interest than enything we have had for 
some time and brought many varied groups of people together with a common 
interest. We feel that this community interest is as important as money іп 
developing our museum plans. 
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JOHN G. BIEL 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
316 STAR BUILDING 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


TELEPHONE CRAWFORD 5068 
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Hr. Loring U. Halberstadt 
hain. Bldg., 667 wainut otreet 
Terre Haute, indiana 
Dear Mr. naiberstaats 
І am enciosing uerewitu copy of an affidavit 
by Russeli Patton, to ре attuciied to tue pictures of tue 


stone wuicn I sent you a few weeks аро. 


Witn best wisnes for une New Year. 


à. truyy yours, 


JuB! 1h 
Encl. 


JOHN G. BIEL 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
316 STAR BUILDING 


TERRE HAUTE. INDIANA f 
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Mr. Loring C. Halberstadt 
City Schools Adm'n. Building 
667 Walnut Street 

Terre Haute, lndiana 


Dear Mr. Halberstadt: 


I am enclosing herewith three (3) colored photographs 
of the stone on Mr. "atton's farm near Shelburn which І took some weeks ago. 


The photograph where the carving is dim shows the 
natural state. The other two photographs where the carving comes out white 
&re the result of brushing baking soda into the scratches. Just to satisfy 
your curiousity, the stone was placed on an up-turned copper wash boiler 
when the exposures were made. 


I have requested Mr. Patton who found this stone to 
write up & report and have it notarized, writing the exact circumstances 
surrounding the discovery of the stone. 1 tried to talk him into giving 
the stone to the Historical Society for what it may be worth and he is 
considering it. 


This is a most unusual thing, and the carvings are 
really there. When they were put there, of course, I cannot tell. This 
find could have far-reaching effects on the history of the Wabash Valley 
if it could be authenticated. On the other hand, it could be a hoax. 


As soon as 1 have further information on this, l will 
let you know. These things are for the Society's Archives. 


. Yours truly, ? | 
K AN З 
Jgb:lm John б. А vu 
Enclosures 3 4 
3- photographs ol (1 
Y $ 0 
4 ل‎ 
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RR 1, Shelburn, Indiana, 
October the tenth 


Mr. L. C. Halbersvadt, 
President, 

Vigo County Historical Society, 
verre Haute, Ind. 

Dear Mr. Halberstadt: 


A boulder was unearthed here recently bearing the following in- 
scription: 


1714 MA. 4 Н.М. 
It probably was not Henry Morgan. 


As history goes in the United States, this is a remarkably ear- 
ly date to find in Indiana. 


Members of the V.C.H.S. are invited to observe this boulder at 
any time. 


We are located one-half mile south oi Hymera, on the pavement, 
at the place of the pines ana spruces. 


Sincerely, 


Fel IZ 


PILES PILES IIIS IPL NOIR o Mii Vg ONT Qt NRI S eL ien ЛЫ МУ M WE OMM oM 
а Y A VW. PW D : > 


STATE OF INDIANA  ) 
: ss 
COUNTY OF SULLIVAN ) 


Russsell Patton, being duly sworn deposes end says: 
Tost ne is a resident of Sullivan County, Indiana, his address being Shelburn, 
Indiana, R.K. 1; 


^, 


Taat on or about tne ZSL day ot ME AY 1929, affient wes demolisa- 


ing а log barn about one-hzlf mile south of the Town of nynerz, in Jackson Townsnip, 
Suiiivsn County, Indiana; tnat the barn which wes being demolished, was erected over 
one hundred years ago; that in removing a corner foundation stone г boulder wi th tne 
greatest disension being about eleven inches, was unearthed about a foot beneath tne 
surfece oi tne ground and witnin a few inches of tne sandstone block which served for 
а corner ‘foundation of tne log barn; that the boulder is cleyey limestone ana bears 
on one surface scratches or carvings as foiiows: 
169 1714 MA. 4: H.M. 

Tast tne soil on tne site of tne barn wnere this boulder was unearthed is the 
regular glacial aentle, common to the territory sna the site is far from any stream. 

Furtner affiant says not. 


Гади 3322. 


Russell Patton 


Subscribed апа, sworn to before. ле taie “2 day of AM MEC Emet Lai 1955—71, 
AY ? 


/ - mu 
e JL ае И 0 PA DAAN А 
Notary Public 


My commission expires, 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
of 
VIGO COUNTY 


by 


VERNON R. HELMEN 
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